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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOHN GILLIES 

I am responding to this consultation in order to give my own views on aims of this Bill.  As 

an individual I have not responded to a Scottish Government Committee previously but I 

feel strongly on this issue and I believe I echo the views of many parents and future 

parents. 

I do not support the aim of the Bill to end the physical punishment by parents and carers for 

the following reasons: 

There is adequate protection in the law as it is at present, given the defence of reasonable 

chastisement.  This defence will not cover or allow physical abuse of children.  A 

reasonable defence could only be valid in the case of light physical contact and so is an 

appropriate safeguard against harmful physical abuse.  It is utterly misleading to equate 

physical discipline in the form of smacking to ‘child abuse’.  Child abuse is already illegal. 

The Bill, if passed, potentially will criminalise many loving and responsible parents who are 

seeking to direct and teach their children right from wrong.  It would not be an effective 

means to prevent bad parents from abusing and harming their children. 

The government must allow parents to be responsible for all aspects of rearing their 

children because they are ultimately responsible for them and how they are brought up.  

This is not the role of the state. 

There is no evidence that where other countries have brought in anti-smacking laws that it 

reduced violence against children.  In fact quite the reverse is true; in Sweden since the 

introduction of the smacking ban ‘child-on-child’ violence has increased by over 1,500 per 

cent between 1984 and 2010.  More permissive parenting has meant that parents have 

been unable to discipline their children effectively leading to the increase of violence in 

schools and in society. 

Finally, this will tie up many resources in the police, social work and law enforcement 

agencies in Scotland, over what could be very minor incidents that may not even lead to 

prosecution.  If parents are prosecuted for light smacking as reasonable chastisement it is 

likely that this will have a real detrimental effect on the families in question than any 

reasonable smacking could have had. 

 

 

 


